
EPV zParser for 
        Big Data

FAQ

Ques�on Answer

EPV zParser is the ideal solu�on to read 
mainframe data, such as SMF records, IMS 
logs, z/VM monitor records, outside of the 
mainframe and store the results in an SQL 
DB and/or in a data lake.

Q1 What is EPV zParser?

EPV zParser is an alterna�ve to them. In 
combina�on with EPV for z/OS it can replace 
any other post-processing tool in the market.

Q2 We already use SAS/MXG (or SAS/ITRM). 
Why do we need EPV zParser?

No. EPV zParser has no so�ware 
prerequisites.Q3 Does EPV zParser require SAS?

No. EPV zParser can run in Windows, Linux, 
Unix systems and Linux on Z.

Q4 Does EPV zParser need to run on z/OS?

No. There are no technical prerequisites.Q5 Are there technical prerequisites on 
z/OS (such as APF libraries, exit 
modifica�ons, etc.) to run the EPV 
zParser?

We suggest you manage your SMF 
processing off the mainframe. Today many 
techniques allow you to do that. EPV for 
z/OS can process SMF every �me a dump is 
produced. This guarantees that even huge 
sites with many LPARs have all the repor�ng 
ready early in the morning.

Q6 Is it possible to completely eliminate 
SMF processing on the mainframe using 
the EPV solu�on?
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EPV zParser is straigh�orward to install and 
immediately useful. Efficient use of the 
product does not require specific training.

Q8 We don’t have the �me to study 
another product. What is the effort 
needed to use EPV zParser?

With EPV zParser you can:
• replace old tools and procedures, which 
   are much more costly and complex to 
   manage;
• process z/OS metrics on the pla�orm 
   which is most convenient for you;
• avoid conflicts between SMF (and other 
   mainframe data) processing and 
   produc�on workloads;
• easily rebuild your Cost Accoun�ng and 
   Service Level Repor�ng applica�ons, using 
   more up to date rules.

Q9 Why should my organiza�on adopt the 
EPV zParser solu�on; what are the 
short-term & long-term benefits?

We serve small, medium and large 
compu�ng enterprises. We believe that 
every compu�ng enterprise running a z/OS 
system should use EPV zParser.

Q10 What is the typical customer profile for 
the EPV zParser solu�on?

EPV zParser is licensed with two op�ons:

• EPV zParser Full including all the 
   func�onali�es;

• EPV zParser Lite including only the 
   func�onali�es needed to support the other 
   EPV products (included free of charge in 
   other EPV products license).

Q11 Which are the EPV zParser licensing 
op�ons?

EPV zParser handles all IBM standard SMF 
records plus user records on request. It also 
handles IMS logs, BVIR data collec�on, 
DCOLLECT, z/VM Monitor records, Linux on Z 
informa�on and virtually any input in CSV 
format.

Q7 How can I use the data produced by EPV 
zParser?



EPV pricing is based on the number of 
par��ons regardless of configura�on. There 
are no price increases for MIPS upgrades. 
Different pricing models can be tailored to fit 
the customer’s circumstances.

Q12 What pricing models are available for 
the EPV zParser solu�on?

Ques�on Answer

Q14 Is it possible to do a trial? How many 
days will it take to install EPV zParser?

We can easily arrange a complete trial 
installa�on, which generally only requires a 
couple of days.

It really depends on the situa�on. Normally 
EPV zParser can replace another exis�ng 
tool. Moving mainframe data processing off 
the mainframe is another major opportunity. 
However, one of the biggest advantages of 
EPV zParser, especially when used together 
with EPV for z/OS, is how it increases 
informa�on availability.
You can easily es�mate the amount of �me 
saved in performance analysis and capacity 
planning ac�vi�es.

Q13 For every IT improvement or product 
acquisi�on ac�vity, my department has 
to build a business plan; how difficult is 
such an ac�vity for the EPV zParser 
solu�on?



We are not simply a software vendor. 
We will always be at your side helping you reach 

your business goals. 
EPV: people you can trust.

It’s always the right �me to switch to EPV
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