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EPV for z/OS (EPV) has been designed to provide a complete, automatic analysis of the z/OS 
environment to support Performance Analysts in Performance Tuning and Capacity Planning. The 
product has many unique characteristics. Here are the most significant of them by area. 
 
Design & Architecture  
 

 EPV processing is completely automatic and is based on auto discovery techniques. 
 EPV runs on any platform.  
 EPV Performance Data Base can be either a SAS database or a SQL database. 
 EPV results can be published on any platform. 
 EPV results can be archived and then reused at a later date. It is then possible to look at 

them separately or include them in the production report structure.    
 No clients are needed, only a standard browser. 
 Every EPV report can be exported to Excel with just a click of the mouse. 
 EPV is a post processor however near-line reports production, showing current day 

information, is also possible by exploiting the refresh mode free feature. 
 Customer specific reports integrated with the EPV user interface by exploiting the 

MyEPV optional component. 
 
Protection of investment 
 

 There is no additional license fee if the customer changes the platform where EPV runs. 
 There is no additional license fee if the customer changes the type of database.  
 There is no additional license fee if the customer changes the publishing platform  
 EPV can run stand alone or take input from SAS/MXG and SAS/ITRM; there no 

additional license fee if the customer wishes to change the input source. 
 
Licensing 
 

 The EPV license is based on a onetime fee. 
 Licensing is based on the number of collected systems, and is not based on the power of 

the machine or the power used. 
 The first year’s maintenance is included, but in subsequent years customers have only to 

pay the maintenance fee. 
 The maintenance fee includes all releases and new versions of the product. 
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Installation 
 

 EPV can be installed in one day. 
 It works “out of the box” with no customization other than providing the input and 

output destinations. 
 
Technical reports currently include: 
 

 Management summary. 
 Hardware and software configuration. 
 IPLs. 
 Automatic MIPS evaluation algorithm. 
 CPU usage reports at global, system, workload, service class, report class, subsystem, 

address space and transaction level; all fully navigable using drill down functions. 
 CPU usage reports based on MIPS, MSU, percentage and number of CP. 
 HiperDispatch support. 
 IRD effectiveness analysis.  
 Partition weight analysis. 
 zAAP and zIIP usage and eligible reports from CEC to address space level. 
 IFL utilization. 
 Crypto processors usage. 
 Coupling facility analysis.  
 IMS and CICS transaction statistical exception detection. 
 IMS and CICS transaction usage of zAAP/zIIP. 
 Batch job steps elapsed time analysis. 
 Websphere EJB and Web Application analysis. 
 MQ Series transaction analysis. 
 System, workload, resource and throughput trends at the day, week and month level and 

presented at personalized shift levels. 
 Capacity Planning indices tracking the relationships between major resource usages. 
 Service class and Report class performance index and delay analysis. 
 Workload Manager work manager delay analysis. 
 Workload Manager importance analysis. 
 WLC full support including analysis by group/system and simulations to evaluate 

possible savings using more zAAP and zIIP or delaying less important workloads. 
 Defined and Group Capacity support. 
 I/O performance analysis by Physical Control Unit. 
 I/O performance analysis by SSID and system. 
 PPRC performance analysis. 
 Storage Group daily and trend analysis. 
 SUN/StorageTek VSM configuration and activity. 
 IBM Hydra configuration and activity. 
 CPU Measurement Facility (SMF 113) metrics and indexes. 
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Automatic alerting 
 

 EPV uses statistical analysis and self adaptive thresholds to intercept abnormal behavior 
and produces exceptions in the Exception Report and alerts. 

 EPV provides a set of user definable thresholds to provide exception alerts to 
performance problems and excessive resource usage workloads. 

 EPV automatically provides a log of the changes made to the system configuration. 
 EPV alerts can be selectively and automatically distributed to technical groups and 

managers.  
 
Usability 
 
EPV provides many proprietary functions greatly improving information usability. The most 
important of them are: 

 Export to Excel of any report in just one click; this function can be used in advanced 
mode to automatically create graphs and run macro every time the Excel icon on a report 
is clicked.   

 Help system; EPV includes an extensive help system providing report explanations, 
performance hints and concepts; it is an excellent self-training tool. 

 Report comparison; by using the Split&Compare function you can compare the same 
report on two different days in just one click. 

 Easy navigation from one day to any other, keeping the focus on the report you are 
analyzing,  by using the Prevday and Nextday icons or the Calendar. 

 Easy navigation from one system to the other, keeping the focus on the report you are 
analyzing, by using the Switch function. 

 
 


